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AMERRY CHRISTMAS
How the Festival Was Celebi^ited

and Enjoyed.
IN CHURCH AND BY THE FIRESIDE

Glad Words and Gleeful Carols,
Prayer and Pageantry.

FOOD ANtf RAIMENT FOR THE POOR

Patients and Prisoners Feasted and Children'sHearts Made GJad.

Those early risers who looked on ChriBtmas Day at
five o'clock in the morning.the early worshipper
on his way to church; the lamplighter, running with
his pole in his hand to extinguish the street lamps;
the policeman on his dreary post; the newspaper
man returning home from his labors of the night,
and last, not least, tiie little youngsters who woke

early to seo what Santa Claus had put in their stockingand then listened to the drip, drip, drip of the
rain storm.all must have instinctively thought that
It would be an indoor Christmas Day and tUat home
was tho best place to spend it. They were right.
Yesterday was mostly spent at home or at the houses
of friends. It was notably a day of family
gatherings. At the ferries, the railroad stations
and in the horse cars the majority of the

passengers were evidently on their way to proarrangedfestivities. They were mostly elderly
couples from the country, carefully protected from
the storm by an abundance of wrapt;, each carrying
a carefully packed prosent fresh from the hand's of
the storekeeper, or family groups, with the bouncing
blue-eyed baby in the arms of the father, on its way
to spend its first Christmas Day with grandpa and
grandma, and groat expectations logibly written in
the innocent expression of its smilicg face. Tncre
was a diminished attendance at the churches.
Nefther the solemnities of tho day, the much advertisedmusical attractions nor the floral decorations
were sufficient to induce the multitude to enter the
sacr«d edifices. Selections from the oratorios of
liandaL the music of Mozart, the hymns of
Beethfren or the expected eloquence of the
prea<fhers failed to draw from tho cosey fireside or

the late breakfast tablo the ordinary Sunday worshippers.The mighty acclaim of "Glory to God in
the Highest" and "llark, tho Herald Angels Sing"
was listened to by comparatively few.
The streets, therefore, wore a deserted look

throughout the day. Their quietude was disturbed
only by the unmusical cadences of the horn of the
small boy, which was heard in nearly every side
street and every avenuo. In the evening tho city
put on a brighter aspect. The storm had abated its
fury, the rain ceased to fall, and the consequence
was tne purveyors of amusement rcapedan abundant
harvest of dollars at their respective box offices.
So the day-ended well and was a merry Christmas
after all.

TRINITY CBVOCB.
The eervioes at Trinity Church in the morning

were very imposing and the music and floral decorationsunusually fine. The flowers were all cutand
were arranged in appropriate flguros, tilling the
building with beautiful perfume. After tho service
quito a number of people, among whom were many
Ladies, remained to give them a closer inspection, and
all expressed tho warmest commendation of the artistiotaste displayed. At hall-past ten o'clock Sir. Albert
Moislahn, Jr., commenced playing the following
chimes, which were executed in flue style:.Kinging
the changes; Annels from tho Realms of Glory;
Children of the Temple; Carol, Carol ChriHtinas;
ltlng out th<> Bells; Silent Night, Uoly Night; The
Christmas Tree.
The Uev. Morgan Dix, D. !>., rector of the parish,

preached a sermon appropriate to tho day without
taking any particular text, lie spoke of the coming
of the Hedeemer and how the festival of Christmas
should be welcomed by all Christians. Turning our
eyes to liethleheiu we behold the infant Jesus laid,
net in a rich aud gorgeous conch, but in a lowly
crib in a stable. It is thus that (ion chose His Son
should come iuto tbe world that He inigbt teach us
a lesson of humility. With what does Uod welcome
ui all at this great festival of Christinas? The shepherdsare keeping their louely watch at the hour of
the world's deep slumber. The world Is haunted by
troubled dreams and watched over by tho King of
Terrors. It Is tull ot selfishness and iniquity. Hope
is gone. The old world is condemned for sin. The
heavens are opened, aud a ligbr, not from, but to, man
shines forth. The Redeemer is born. This is God's
welcome to man ou this day. He sends His Son to
save us from the consequences of our own wickedness.

OLOMA IN KXCKLSIS DEO.
What has man ever done to savo himself? Nothing.All the means of salvation come from the

gooduess and mercy of Uod. und tlierelore we should
sing "Ulona in Kxcelsls Deo," an anthem never to
cease. When we contemplate when, how and where
the Redeemer came into the world and on what inisMtvnbecame we can only say, "Wonderof wonders."
and givp thanks to Uod for His mercy. Look at tln\t
humble group in llothlehem standing by tbe mannernilentlv ira*inir nn th« lnulv ^»1K It, mhi/ih »!<»

Infant Jesus in laid. Who is till* young woman,
wile or virgin, ami wliu la tliat venerable man besido
ber? Tho whole tiling is incomprehensible to us
without the light of taitli. Look not too closely
Into thai scene; ask not of soy wan what this
mesas. It is something which pussolh man's understanding.If you would know how vast and Incomprehensiblethis mystery is a»k bow vast is the
uuiver.e o{ Uod. Can you oatimato the number of
the stars; can you count those worlds beyond our own
wtiich 1111 the Illimitable space? What is the length
mil depth, the breadth ana the height of that stupendousuniverse which surrounds us? Who
trained theso glorious orbs which shine in the
heavens? All this is beyoud the sight and tho
thought of man, as is the mystery ot liethlehem.
l'remble if you will when you gazo on this Rceue,
but draw not bacu. Faint if you will at the thresholdof Christianity, but advance, leaning on the
strong arm of Ood and linn in faith. This child
about whom tho shepherds gather, can he bo the
Hon of Ood, the Saviour ot tho world? Cau tho perfectana eternal personality of the Creator bt held
In this frail bark ami launched ou the stormy billowsol the world? Who is It that comes to us lu
this humble torm? Wo can only exclaim, "Ood of
Ood, Light of Light."

THE VOICE OK GOD.
It is not a lonely voice nor a strange voice which

calls on us to worship and have faith. It Is the voioe
of Ood. The mystery of liethlehem preaches Christ
to you, not as a vague formula, not as a ruar.il expression,but as a reul lather, a brother, one of ourselves.
You cannot comprehend what Christianity Is until
fou first humble your own proud heart, and the most
(lorlous word that man can utter is tsith. l'aith is
the golden link which binds us to the eternal (Jod.
The musical programme whs as follows:.Processional,Tho Faithful .shepherds; TeDeuin; anthem.

Olory to Ood (Mozart); K;. rio; Te Lkium, In D; hymn.
Creed; To l)eum; oflertory, When 4nsus was Horn;
Banctus; Te Lteuin (Sterner); Oioria in ikXCulais; recessional,ilyniu 17.

CHURCH or THE HOLT TRINITY.
The decorations in tho Church of the Holy Trinity

were handsome in their simplicity. Festoons of
evergreens, in which stars and crosses of the same
material were arranged at aJternato distancos, hung
upon tho walls and the front of tho gallery. The
reading desk, pulpit and baptismal font were also
adorned with Christmas emblems, while on
either sido of tiio chancel stood a small fir
tree. On the wall behind the chancel waa
a lari;e green cross surmounted by a star,
and above were the words "Prince of Peace." Un
one side of tho chancel, in perpendicular form, waa
the word "Redeemer" an<l on the othor "Kmauuel."
The npoclal musical service was rendered lu a creditablemanner by th<* organist and choir. '1 he rector,Hov. Stephen 11. Tyng, Jr., commenced his discourseby Haying that Matthow records that tho
Dirth of Chrint occnrre iu iJie day* ot Herod, the
Kins, and Paul, writing to tbu Oallatiaii*,
teaclos tlictii that when tho fulnen* of
the time wan come God he tit lorth His
Hon, made of a woman, triads under
tho law, to redeem them that wer® uudor tho law
Hible history, L)r. 'lynx continued, la God's purpose
written plain. All tho developments of life are a

transcript of that book which no one wns found worthyto open but tho lion of tho tribe of Judnh. Tho
daya of Herod worn dark day*, when mini had forgottenhumanity, and yet the day* of Herod w«ro
tile lulneHH of tho time. It was when darkness had
settled on the earth that tho light shone from oil
high. It wan when no help could be seen and no
hope derived from anticipation that God Hint
to man iroin the heaven* Hia only begotten
Hon. Let not presumptuous man tell us
that the Compel ban been outgrown and that the
promise* of God aro not sufficient for this generation.When they do thin it seems to lue that men
are only seeking to bring the darkness uf Herod's

I due upon the earth again. When this earth become*besotted with superatitton. grovelling in vice,
| overcast with the shadow of death, as we read God's
Word tliei is tho time of the restitution of all things.
Who Joes not see the days of llerod in iiis own past
life? It was when God spake iu your conscience
that was the time of llerod, and Christ was again
begotten iu you as the nope of glory. Have you
known a season of sickness? Have you se«u the
shadow of death? Then you have received a revelationof God in your own soul, our inerry Christmas
miiy in a few days be turned to sadness, but the
thought remains that God owns ine and I own God,
and that the Saviour is inseparable from uiy spirit.
This thought will bring a now revelation and make
every day a Christmas.

HKFO&MSD DUTCH CHUltCH.
At the Reformed Dutch Church, corner of Twentyfirststreet and Fifth avenue. Ho v. Llewellyn D.

Bevan, of tho old Brick Church, occupied the pulpit
by invitation of Dr. Uogers, the pastor. Dr. Bevan took
hi* text from Matthew, 1., 18, anil said:.Tho great
feature of the day to the Christian believer is the
fact of tho Incarnation. Non-conformists, In the
rigidity of their creed, have held as their great cardinaldoctrino the principle of tho atonement. In
thoir stern adhesion to this great truth
their excessive zeal led tho early reformersto a comparative disregard of tho no
less important tact that though Christ died
tor maa He was born for man. Christianity differed
troin punauisni in one great and marked characteristic.The former, as strikingly evinced in the text,
is ttio religion of hope.the latter tliat of despair.
l'agumsm gropeu iu luo uirt uuu nuug ul iuc giuriua
of wio past. Christianity taught mankind that
a higher unci nobler destiny awaited thein on the
other bids of the grave. Christ came to ua in the
form of a babe, and that little babe in llothlehem
taught a lesson in His helplessness that, more than
on> other indication of His mission, has
served to prove His divinity. Humanity was persouifledand made divine. Hence Christianity is the
religion of the weak, the helpless, of th« dependent
woman and the pleading infant. The oppressed, tho
weary and the wretched find a refuge in the bosom
of the divine child who was born iu a stable, and,
up to manhood, pursued the avocation of a carpenter.That child gave a dignity to labor which it
never had before. Warriors, statesmen, orators uud
philosophers were the heroes of paganism. Christ
rejected not these, but had a place in His arms for
all. The influence of thia great typical truth is happily'morefelt and bears more ouiwurd ft nit to-day
than some years ago. Puritau influences
are disappearing, ami the religion or humanityis taking its place. Onr very festivities
are hallowed by the thoughts inspired on this occasion,and it has become fashionable even to be
charitable at this season. The frivolous and the
worldly minded, the indifferent and the cold, felt
that it was mean and unworthy to neglect the poor
and tho suffering, and oheerf ully contributed to tho
relief of the indigent. Childhood appealed to all
Christian hearts to-day in tho person of the God
Child, and no one claiming to be a follower of Christ
could reject tho appeal. America especially had
reason to be grateful to the Almighty, Peace and
plenty were her portion, while Europe groaned
under the weight of armies and the horrors ot approachingfamine.

st. Paul's episcopal church.
The services commenced In St. Paul's with the

early celebration of the holy communion at halfpastseven A. M. This was followed by Christmas
carol singing by tho children from half-past ten to
eleven. The little ones marched in procession, and
their singing arouna the church had a very pleasing
effect. The eleven o'clock services were conducted
by the Kev. Dr. Mulcahy and Rev. A. J. Thompson,
deacon. Dr. Mulcahy's discourse was based upon
the historical verity of the Incarnation and its authenticationof Christian sentiments and aspirations.The singing was notablo for its excellence.
It was embraced in the following programme:.Te
Dcuni, E flat, Sir liobert P. Stewart; Jubilate, C,
Emll Naumann; lutroit, Sing, O Heavens, Tours;
Eyrie, Garret^; hymn. While Shepherds Watched,
iiest; offertory. Glory, Power, Wisdom, Tours;
Sursum Corda, Sanctus, Gloria in Excolsia. ProfessorLeo Eofler officiated as organist; tenor, D, H.
JeBery; soprano, Mrs. M. T Jetferv; alto. Miss E.
8chuetz;< basso, John Saunders. Among tho interestingfeatures of the observances at St. Paul's waa
the lighting up for the first time of a truly magnificentand cosily ohandelier or corona, presented by
Mr. Charles H. Contoit. It is said to be the finest in
the country, and will be again illuminated on Sundayovening next.

«*n iT.niu's <'u i1 Ttnzj

The terries* at St. Albon's Church, Forty-seventh
street and Lexington avenue, began with solemn reaperson Christmas Eve. The first service yesterday
was alow celebration, which began at half-past seven

o'clock, the Bev. 0. W. Morrill,. rector, being the
celebrant. Matins were sung at a quarter after ten
o'clock, the rector officiating, and at eleven o'clock
began the solemn oelebration of the holy oucUarlst,
the ltev. Father Darby being the celebrant. This
wrvice was preceded by a procession round the
churoh with inoense, lights and banners. The
preacher was the Bev. Beverly K. Itetts, who delivereda discourse appropriate to the season. Tho
church was handsomely decorated with flowers and
evergreens, and the musical part of the service was

exceedingly attractive. Next Sunday the Christmas
services are to bo substantially repeated, tho only
changes being those which are rendered necessary by
tho difference in oocasion.

bt. patbick's cathedral.
The first mass at the Cathedral was colobrated by

Vicar General Quinn at five o'clock. The Vicar
General then celebrated two masses at the Virgin's
altar, each priest being permitted on Christmas Day
to say tnree masse*. His Eminence Cardinal McCloskeywas the celebrant of the pontifical high
mass, beginning at half-past ten o'clock. Tho deacon
and subdeacon of the mass were Bev. David Leahy
and Bev. Thomas McCluskey, both from Troy Seminary.Tho doacons of honor to tho Cardinal were

Bev. Father McMahon and Bev. Father McQuirk, the
masters of ceremonies being Bev. Father Farley and
Bev. Dr. McDonald. The Cardinal and all
the priests were clothed in white vestments.
At the first mass Movello's Adeste Fldeles was

sung. The musical programme for tho pontifical
high mass was as follows:.Kyrie and Gloria,
from Haydn's No. 1(5. in B flat; Credo, Sanctusand Agnus Del, from Gounod's Mesne Solennoile;the offertory was tne Adeste Fidoles. Tho
choir was augmented by a large chorus and a full
ov*f-»ht*utfa uuu Mr Vwlmr flia nnritniuf

great pains in preparing (or this service. The soloistswere an follows:.M1h» McCuUocta aud Miss
htarritt, sopranos; Miss Martin, alto; Mx. Fritsch,
tenor, and Mr. Uteinbnch, basso.

THE SkHMU».
After tlio first gospel the liev. Father McKinnon,

B. J., chaplain of Fordham College, preached the
sermon, taking his text from the second chapter of
St. Luke, llfteeutii verse:."Let us go over to Uothlehetuaud let us see this word that Is come to pans.'.'
lu conformity with this request, said the preuchur,
let us go over in spirit to Bethlehem auu see this
word that is come to pass. Let us prepare our souls
for the Hceues we shall there witness by disabusing
our minds 01 any previously formed conceptions of
tills great mystery, for tlie&e were the conclusions of
human wisdom, and here we are in presence of a
divine fact, the most stupendous event In the
world's history. We shall find a child wrapped
in waudliiig clothes, lying in mauger,
in a stable. Let us not be ashamed
to enter that stable. It is the temple of the liviug
God. To-day the begotten of the Father from all
eternity appears amoue us as the Hon of Man, boru
of a mortal mother. The Maker and Maater of all
thiugs, Uo appears In His own creation in the utmostdestitution, lie comes unto Ills own and Ills
own receive Him not. Wiiile we revoreutly take
our place side by side Willi the shepherds let us try
to realise the cause* which led to this wonderful
manifestation ol the Word made llesli. To do this
we have to remember that tor the preceding 1,000
years ol the world's history the condition of ui.tukindwas one of misery and degradation. Man's
rights aud dutios were almost ail involved in one
common oblivion. Virtue ceased to be attractive
and vice wax <loillod. 80 great was man's tail that
ho placed idols on the altars or the living Ood and
knelt down and worshipped tho work ol his own
llliiiCUt

THE ONLY PHYSICIAN.
lint still more man was unable lu this spiritual

malady to go to the only physician of his soul or to
ask lor help trom that physician. Msy, more, he
was unable to dealre his own recovery. What was
to become of man in this deplorable condition?
Nothing could have delivered him from that first
storm on his soul but such an interposition on the
part of Ood Himself as would Intensity the prompting*of 111* mercy without injury to His sovereign
Justice. For this purpose the second person 01 the
ever adorable Trinity took upon Himself our nature,
and together with our nature our punishment, bnt
not our guiltiness. This is the mystery that we contemplateto-day. This is the explanation of the
sublime spectacio that the crib at Bethlehem offers
to-<lay to the whole world.
When, therefore, we ao any HiipuruuturiU work;

when wo give a cup of cold water lu Ilia name wo do
that exclusively in virtu* of the strength we roceivo
troin the Bruce ol Ood. Thuro la no person however
depraved that llos beyond the reach of it* influence.
In tho distribution of (Jotl'a grace there la no <1 Inunctionof J«w or Oentlle, (Jreek or barbarian. AU
absolutely have their share in it. There la no time
in which it may not work ita miracle*, no place iu
which we luay not receive Its taring Impressions.
Huporabunilant, it sullices to redeem the whole
world and a tuouxand others liko it. Tho Church
which hiia been made it* depository dally iliapnnnoH
it with generous profusion, but It cannot exhaust it.
It i« a boundless ocuau which nothing can Ioshcu
and nothiUK enlarge.
The preacher concluded with nn appeal for tho

orphans, a collection for wlioui wus to be taken up
during the mass. In doing tlill, he said, his liearers
could din-barge n portiou of ttioduty that the infant
Hiiviour iu Uethlelium imposes on them.

CHURCH OP THE HOLY CltOSH.
At the Church of the Holy Cross the services

began at four o'clock, the ^aiitor, ltev. Father Mc-
Criudy, celebrating tho tlrst uiaaa. lljuaia wera [
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then continued every hoar until half-put ten. vhen
a solemn high mass wm sung, the celebrant being
Rev. Father McCready; deacon, Kev. Father Sniythe;
subucacon, Kev. Father Grannan; master of ceremonies,Kev. Father Dougherty. The fruits of the
mission which closed last week were mauifest in the
extraordinary crowds which filled the church at
each of the masses, especially at the high mass, when
*hundreds were unable to gain admission. The
music sung at the latter service was a Kyrie and
Gloria from Mercadante; the Credo, Sanetus
and Agnus Dei being from Haydn's Mass,
No. 3. The offertory piece was Lambilotte's pastoral
hymn, PaKtores, the solo of which was excellently
rendered by Miss Cassidy, the soprano of the choir.
The sermon was preached by the Kev. Father Brady,
of the Faulist Fathers, who took his text from
John, L, 1."In the beginning was the word, and
the word was with God, and the word was God."
The preacher spoke at considerable length on the
mystery of the Trinity, aud of the Incarnation as
embodied in the dogma of the Trinity. He then explainedthe Christian dogma in relation to man's
salvation, aud concluded with an invitation to his
hearers to come in spirit vnth the shepherds to the
crib at Bethlehem to learn those lessons of heavenly
wisdom which the infant Saviour alone could teach.

MIDNIGHT MASS IN THIS CONVENTS.
The midnight services in the convents are now all

of a private character, a few of the intimate friends
and relatives of the religious only being admitted^
while in the churches governed by tho regular
clergy, such am the Kedemptorists, Paulists, Dominicansand Jesuits, the community participate only
in tho service held at the midnight hour. In the
Convent of tho Sacred Heart, both in tho city and at
Manhattanville, the choir of religious rendered tho
JMUSio, I.UO vua^iiaiu (.otruiaiuj^ iun iuubb. xuu

chapel in Seventeenth street U a geui of beautv,
its chaste decorations consisting of gold lace on the
altar draperies, rare cat flowers and numerous wax
candles. Allot thecomiuunity receivedcommunionat
tbe midnight mass, and were again present at otber
manses celebrated at daylight. Tbe blessed sacramentwas exposed all day upon tbe altar, mauy of
tbe Children of Mary calling in to pay tbeir devotions.The Sisters of tbe Good Shtpherd presented
a lovely spectacle as they assembled in tbeir whito
robes in tbe body of tbe chapel. The penitents,
clad in black drosses and quaint caps, filled tbo gallery,and the Magdalens, in their Carmelite habits,
occupied their own cbapel. The children ot St.
Joseph's class. In tiiclr comfortable hoods of crimsonor blue, formed a pleoxiug contrast to the otber
portion of the assembly. The most impressive part
of the services was tbe long line of communicants
silently approaching the altar, where lights, flowers
and rising incense combined to moke a striking
picture.
In the Convent of Mercy and the House of the

Holy family the midnight service* were of the same
nature as in the otber institutions, each chapel preMutinga pretty picture of devotion and joyuusuesa.

THK DOWNTOWN POOB.
A Christmas dinner was given to the downtown

poor yesterday afternoon in Crook's Hotel, No. 81
Chatham street, by a prominent gentleman, who is
unwilling that his name shall be published. The
dinner was given in the large dining room, in which
three large and thirteen small tables were loaded till
thoy groaned with turkeys, cranberry sauce, potatoes,fruit, plum puddings and confectionery.
Seven hundred pounds of tuikey, one barrel of potatoes,two barrels of cranberries, three barrels of
apples and twenty sponge cakes, which were two
feet six inches by two feet in size, comprised the
feast. At a quarter before three those who had
tickets gathered Outside the hotel until tbe entire
block was crowded. There they amused themselves
with viewing the huge turkeys and steaming plum
puddings through the windows. Several policemen
wore placed at the entrauce so as to preserve order
aud prevent those not having tickets from euieriug.
At three o'clock precisely the doors were thrown
open and tbe crowd poured in. Mr. Parsons, who is
connected with a fund for the poor, offered prayer,
and word was given to "set to." It was an amusing
sight to witness the avidity with which the poor devils
who were gathered around the different tables
availed themselves ot tbe chance to "get away"
with the good things set before them. Somo of the
boys, who beloDged mostly to the newsboy and bootblackfraternities, knew not how to dispose of the
viands set before them; some used their knives.
others their forks, but the nAjority contented themselveswith their fingers.
Some of the "guests" were rather bashful, and the

lady missionaries, of whom there were three present,wero obliged to put the things on their plates.
At the lower end of the room the boys were Beated
at a large table; the centre table was reserved exclusivelyfor women, and a number of Italian children,
not finding seats, contented themselves with standingup near the door. When Mr. Parsons informed
them that they could take away what they pleased
their joy had no bounds and hats were tossed in the
air, while Baveral urchins gave vent to their exuberantemotions in lusty cheers. Although but 400
tickets kpd been issued, fully 700 people managed to
gain admission, and even then there was a large
amount ot food lott over. A half pound package of
candy, apples and sponge cake was presented to each
person on leaving. The gentleman who gave tho
dinner was present, but did not make himself
known. Mo men were admitted to tho feast.

HOWARD MISSION.
If anything were wanting to convince the most

sceptieal of the value of an institution located in the
slums to rescue the waifs of tho street from the
baneful influences by which they sre surrounded,
certainly a visitto the Howard Mission and Home
for Little Wanderers on Christmas would dispel all
doubt*. Yesterday will not soon be torgottenby the hundreds of children who
were made happy by an excellent dinner,
fruits, toys and articles of clothing. The
acting superintendent, Mr. Hague, and Miss Olitl'e,
the painstaking matron, thanks to the bounty of
members of various uptown churches, were enabled
this year to do sonietning really handsome for the
children of the mission. At noon, in the oasemcnt
under the chapel, a dinner of stewed oysters, pie
and bread was served to about fifteen hundred
boys and girls. The dining room was tastefully
decorated with evergreens end Hags, and the sight of
a mammoth Christmas tree, laden with toys, bags
of fruit and small articles of clothing, placed all the
little ones on their good behavior. Miss Lewis, who
has chargo of an iufant class of about three hundred
children, held a service of song in the buaeincnt lastinghalf an hour, at the oonclusion of which tho
little ones were each presented with soino article
from the tree.
The chapel was very elaborately and artistically

decorated with flogs, banners, mottoes, wreaths and
streamers. Upon the platform wa* a large Christmas
tree, whose limbs bent under tho weight of preseuts
provided by t^ie officials. Iu the afternoon Professor
X. E. Perkins conducted a service of song, in which
the children participated. Addresses were delivered
by President A. S. Hatch, William Phelps and Mr.
Tompkins, who acted as master of ceremonies. At
the conclusion of the services in tho chapel the
little ones retired in excellent order, and as they
passed out each was presented with a toy, a print
or all article of clothiug. About two thousand b»gs
of toys, cako, caudles and fruits wero distrlbnted to
the smaller children, while between fifteen hundred
aud eighteen hundred woollen garments were providedfor the more needy and deserving of the
larger children and parents.

ST. VINCENT'S HOME FOB BOYS.
The mission over which father Drnmgoole presidesin Warren street celebrated the festival in appropriatestyle. At half-past four o'clock in the

morning there was a high mass, tho choir consist-
ing of young children of tho Homo. At the communionthe "Angela* Chriatmus Cliant" wan renderedby a half doaou well trained little orphaua,
all under eight yearn of age, who had been inmate*
of the Home from their inlancy. At the offertory
the "Adeste Jf'ideios" wan ituug by it young orphan
and destitute child who entered tho Home at a tenderage and who !iw 110 recollection of auy relatives
or former frieuda. Two other mas*ee followed, one
at six and the other ut half-past mix in the morning.
The distribution of over two hundred lull aulta of
clothes, Including overcoat*, capa and *hoea, foliowed.
A concert wiu given by tho children of the llome
during the forenoon. A beautiful and pathetic poem
entitled "8t. Joseph'* Union" was recited by one of
the prphans. and an addreas was read by another.
About four hundred children took dinner at noon,
the feaat couNiating of UfiO pounds of turkey, 13S
pouuda of b4ef, 00 pounds of fresh ham, 3*20 pouuda
of rich plnm pudding, with sauce, '2% barrel* of
maaheil potatoes, 200 large bunche* of celery,
abundance of cranberry sauce, a lull aupply of
varloua vegetable*, with pie*, coffeo, fruit and *everalother good thing*. At nine o'clock the children
visited tho Crib of Mothlchom and «ang appropriate
hymn*. Then came songs and othor amusements.
And through all this programme ot enjoyment for
the little boya beamed the round, good-humored
face qC the Kmv. Father Drumgooie.

NEWHBOTS* LODOINO HOUSE.
At the Newsboys' Lodging House, Now Chambers

street, the day waa spent as la the custom there.
Thero wore no exeroisee of any kind, but aftor dinner
iuu UVOUIUK WJM ijrauii uj miyu uuiuwm ui viau uvjb
In the gymnasium and with Ringing. Homo fow days
ago Mr. Chariot O'Connor, the popular superintendentof tho institution, received the following letter
from Mr. William M. Fliess, who baa for aome yeara
p»«t furnished'the dlnnor for the boys. Uo said
Will you do mo tlia furor uf itettlntf up the unual Christlnu.i<limiur for tlio l»oy«. and Invito as many it* lbs liouaa

chii holilf To ploasa mo you cannot glvo tlioni too much or
liavu loo many.
A pleasing Incident of tho day was the distribution

of good warm clothing, shirts and socks, to about
two hundred of fho boys. The money for these
presents, some $100 lu amount, was sent from
Kuropo by General Van Allen through Mr. A. <i.
lirowu. About five hundred boyn sat down to dinner.The l.irpe dining room would only accommodateaoout three hundred aud sixty at <t time, but
the others were as careiulfy and plentifully proTidedfor at a second table. The mmu. although uot
of the greatest variety, was ample, and everything

m
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«u well cooked and served. There ni rout beef,
potatoes, bread and butter, picklea, mince and apple
pie*, tea and cake*. Tlio utmost merriment prevailed,and no oiie was dented admission to the
trust. Aftt-r dinner many ot the buy* went t» the
theatres or elsewhere, but hundreds of thein
amused themselves about the institution.

CHILDREN'S CHUISTXA8 TltFE.
At the Chapel of the Holy Comforter for Seamen,

on West street, a fraud Christmas festival was held
durlug the afternoon for the ttunday school. The
services were opened by singing and prayer. An addresswas then delivered by Bcv. T. A. Hyland on

the significance of Christiuastide. The manner of
spending Christmas as observed by the miners of
Nevada and California was described by the pastor
from personal experiences. He dwelt touchiugly on
the religious seal which should iuapire the souls of
allchildreu in accepting a tin horse from the Christmastree and urged them to take their little wooden
dolls home and love the Lord. At the close of the
address the presents wore distributed from the
Christmas tree amid much juvenile enthusiasm. The
scene was a very pretty one. The walls of the chapel
and the chancel were hung and festooned with gar-

prayers closed the festival. Tho money for the prrs-
ents was contributed by several persons connected
with tbe mission who are Interested In the welfare
of the Sunday school.

AMOXO THE SOLDIEitS.
That portion of the ariuy of tho United States

which is garrisoned on Governor's Island spent the
day very quietly. There was no dress parade, and
the only departure from those observances which
characterize an ordinary Sunday was the circumstancethat tho mess dinner was a trifle more toothsome.There was an abundanoe of turkey, roaBt
beef, plum pudding and an extra allowance of grog.
At Ualt-past tun o'clock there was morning service at
the cbapel, Chaplain Goodman officiating. Despite
tUe inclemency of the weutlier there was a good attendance,the members of the garrison and visitors
being largely .represented. The remainder of the
day was spent by the inhabitants of the island, for
the most part, in tho retirement of their respective
quarters In social enjoyment.

CHABITABLE AID SOCIETY.
Four hundred and thirteen families, aggregating

about two thousaud persons, were made happy for
the time being through tho medium of tho Mew
York Charitable Aid Society for Women and Children.A distribution took place under the auspioos
of this body at No. 10 Astor place, which embraced.
In addition to poultry and other provisions, 370
pairs of shoes, together with varments, all amountingin value to $1,0U0. Six truck loads of articles in
all were on hand for the boneflt of the needy, and if
the necessary articles are forthcoming the society will
not allow its work to end with the holiday season.

YOUNG CHBISTIAN CONVERTS.
There was a converts' meeting in the hall of the

Young Men's Christian Association at half-past three
o'clock. It is an annual custom with them, and affordsan opportunity to the young members to testify
how much they have been benefited by their connectionwith the association. Several of them did
to yesterday, describing the mauner of their conver
sion to Christianity and the blessings conferred
upon them during the yesr just past. Prayer and
music completed the programme of services. A
similar meeting took place in the evening, when
there was a large attendance of people lutereated in
tho work of the association.

IN THE TOMBS.
Warden Finn took good care of his 290 guests at

the Tombs. He provided them with 651 pounds of
turkey and chicken, with vegetables of various kluds
in proportion. He also sent supplies to the prison,
ers In Essex Market, Jefferson Market, Yorkvllle and
Harlem prisons. When the Hkiui.I) reporter visited
the prison about noon, Deputy Warden Mark Fin*
ley, who completed his thirtieth year of servico in
the Tombs on Christmas Evo, was superintending
the preparations for the prisoners' dinner in
the kitchen of the prison. Two Immense copper
caldrons were placed on a raised brick
platform, and were filled with a rich soap, in which
floated chickens, onions, potatoes and other ingredientsthat filled the atmosphere of the kitchen
with a most appetizing aroma. Mrs. Foster, the
matron of the prison, who has been there almost as

long a time as Mark Finley, came in occasionally to
see how the preparations for dinner were progresslug,and lent a hand in making the feast as great a

success as possible. Dark and dismal as the exterior
of the Tombs Prison is, and likely to give
rise in the popular fancy to the idea
that it is lnsldo as bleak and comfortless
as it iooks outside, the notion is altogether dissipatedon eutry within the walls of the building.
The prison proper seetnod yesterday to the reporter'seye about aa snug a place as a tramp could
possibly wish to pass the holidays in, and Keeper
John K. Uenuesay justified the reuortur's notion
by saying that some fellow who lif been recently
discharged from the Penitentiary after a five
months' sentence solicited the judges of Special Sessionsto send him to the Tombs for an extra ten
days that he might sccure his Christmas dinner.
The cooks or the Christmas dinner were all prisoners,but the uninitiated visitor would never
have thought so from the free aud easy manner of
the men. Wednesday evening all the fowl wore
cleaned by Mrs. Foster and her help, so that no time
was lost in preparing for the dinner at noon. Breakfast.after the usual routine, occurred at eight
o'clock, and at half-past ten religious services were
held ou the seoond tier of the prison. Kev. 8. O.
Law preached an appropriate sermon; Miss Uetker
played on the nielodeon, and a choir, composod of
Miss Oussie Miller, Mi»s Agnes Klein and Miss Lincoln,did the vocalistic part of the work.

pckuaps thklb last christmas.
Chastine Cox and Pietro lialbo, tbe two convicted

murderers, were In cells respectively Nos. 3 and 5,
Murderers' Row, on the ttrst floor of the prison.
The reporter approached Cox's cell and said, "liow
do you feel, Cox?"
His face was close np to the grating, and there was

a rather unpleasant look in his eyes as he answered,
"I feel as well as I know how."
"How do you like your quarters In there?" was a

farther question put to him as the reporter took
note of the many pictures distributed over tbe walla
of the cell and the general air of comfort fur a
prison apartment that the place exhibited.

"I have got to like it," aald Cox, in a querulous
tone.
"How do yon 7" but the reporter was unable to

finish his question, aa Cox Interrupted him by saying."I don't wish to talk no more, and I just want
to listen to that preacher."
Kev. Mr. Law was at thla moment making tho

walls of the prison reverberate with his theological
eloquence.

Uulbo, the Italian murderer under sentence of
death, was much more cheerful.
At noon dinner waa served, and tbe great crowd of

prisoners sat down to it with, except in occasional
instances, a very cheerful expression of face. Tho
Tombs for the time belntc lost all its associations as
a prison, and tbe assembled multitude at dinner
seemed as happy aa if they lived in luxury and freedomon Fltth avenue. Keeper Hennessy famished
tho list of prisoners in tbe Tombs yesterday, as fol-
lows:.On the first tier, 2H; on tho seoond, 31; on tbe
third, 'i9; on the fourth, 29, and In the yard devoted
to drunk and disorderly characters, 40; In the new
prison. 38, snd boys, 11; total, 390, of whom there
were iVi males and 78 females. After dinner the
prisoners were indulged in a walk about (he eorrl-
dors for two hours, and then there were more rell-
gious services. l>r. Ueatli preached a sermon, and a
choir composed of ladles of the City Mission, IneludingMrs. Taylor, Mrs. Stellas and Mrs. Davis,
sang a variety of hymns. These same ladles endeavoredto make ChrlMtmas as cheerful as possible
for tbo inmates and placed wroatbs of evergreen (tver
every prisoner's cell. When the music and preach-
i"K woru uToi iuu j»n»uu vu iir urn ruuune,
but tlie prisoners could hardly lose tlio remembranceof haviug Rpout at least one bright day
W ithln tlio dianial Toinba.

ON TUX ISLANDS.
The imprisoned and Insane on the East Hirer

islands wore treated to a substantial repast in wliich
the national fowl was very conspicuous, and the
gusto with which they disposed ot it spoke volumes
for their relish of the meal. Tha Department of
Charities and Correction aent several thousand
pounds of chicken and turkey to the unfortunates,
and a careful calculation leads to tbe theory that
every prisoner got away with nearly a pound and a

hair. At the Charity Hospital, for instance, aro 982
inmates who were regaled on 1,300 pounds of turkey,
and there was not a great deal loft after the dinner.
Those who were oonflned to beds of sicknesa, but
whose condition was not serious, astonished their
nurses by tormidable work with knife and fork and
threatened to make sad inroads upon their digestion.Down in the kltohen a doaen large "coppers"
wero steaming with their savory moss of fowl and
vegetables during the dinner hour, and the repeated
draughts upon their capacity seemod for some time
to be ineffectual. Forty nurses in neat attire ate
their ChristiusH meal together, and elghtv-three epilepticsand paralytica diaplayed remarkable appetites
when the opportunity offered.

IN THE I'BtMTEHTIARY.
A visit was made by a Hkhai.d reporter to the

Ponitentlary. In the morning Father Vedder held
services in the chapel. Many prisoners were present,
On holidays the men and women imprisoned there
are releasod from work, but are confined In their
oella. Hence an hour of religious services affording
them temporary liberty is eagerly welcomed. This
privilege or attending church servicon was also aocordedyesterday to prisoners confined In colls W>to
which the light cannot penetrate. Fifteen hundred
pounds of turkey were provided for 843 prisoners,
and if all accounts are correot the recipients or this
bounty did not have any too great a task for their
gastronomic powers. At preolsely twelve o'olock
the gung sounded and instantly aa attendant

I.
| ran by * row of cells on the second tier, [unbolting each door vritli a singl* movement
of the hand. The p^tit larceny prisoner*, in regula-
tiou striped suit*. tiled down the stairs in military
order and wuro seated at the tables by an officer.
These table* confuted 0r narrow boards running
parallel with each otliur, and at each tablu Ave men

wore seated on stools. The "assault and battery"
men oarne down next, bnt their a.lit# were fashioned
out of a dark brown stuff, on which uo stripes were
visible. At last the prisoners were all In readiness for
their' Christmas dinner, and from geuerou* sized
tubs their tiu basins wore filled with a "fricassee" of
turkey and chicken. Kach man was also served witn
half a loaf of bread and a mu.r of water. The prisoners,according to the invariable rule, were not
allowed to converse with each other during the
meal, and of course could express uo opinions
on the quality of their food. Thrir looks, however,
spoke volume*. While the diuner was lu progress
the names of those who had been remembered by
friends iu the shape of Christmas offerings were read
off amid an uubrok.au silence. These gilts were generallyqptne delicacy of food or article of wearing appareland, in some instances, there were newspapers
and magazines. After dinner the prisoners who
were tavored with visits from relatives or friends
were permitted to spend an hour or so in thoir company.In the corucr of the visitors' room sat a convictoatiug heartily from a basket which restoil on
his mother's lap, while the old lady wept pituously
an t bemoaned the imprisonment of tier son. The
lattar, however, did not seem to be affected by her
emotion. The leiuale prisoners caiuc to the Christmastable in the same order us the men, but were on
tho opposite side of the bulldiit*. Mary Yolkiner,
of poisoning conspiracy fame, did not seem to teiisli
UOI IU1*UJ DU UlUbU «M IUW X U(UJ&3^1Y IUq J.UWi |I4W"
vldod by Mr. Blair.

OTUXB UNFOBTCXATKS.
The 1,200 men and woiuuu in tho Almshouse and

the 700 inmate* of the Workhouse ul*o had as much
turkey a* they could inustur, and the 1,500 female
patients in the Lunatic Asylum came iu tor the fare
of the (lay. On Ward's Island 800 lunatics were

bountifully fed uud 700 patients iu the lioimcopatbio
Hospital. There were 800 mouths to feed in the
Hospital and Idiot Asylum on ltaudail's Island, and
with the majority of the»o it was all tho samo

whether the meal was poor or excellent. At the Infants'Hospital 2 X) mothers and nurses ate their
turkey. There were also on Hart's Island 300 inmatesof the branch Workhouse, U50 patients in the

Hospital and 100 patients in the Lunatic Asylum
who were remembered wHh the rest.

THE DAY IN BROOKLYN.GENERAL BEJOICINQ

ON THE OTHlilt SIDE OF THE IUVEO.

Tho day was observed In a quiet, joyous, domestic
manner in the 'City of Churches. Tho various

houses of worship were well attended in the foronoou,and In the afternoon and avenlng the thoatrcs

were liberally patronized. Tho stores wore generallyclosed throughout the city. The inmates

of the publlo asylums for the poor were

gonerously provided for at dinner, and the orphans
were not forgotten. Sheriff Riley treated tho prisonersat the Raymond Street Jail to an excellent dinner

of turkey, and the convicts at tho Kings County
Penitentiary were furnished with roast fowl and

plos. PBoTKfiTANT CHURCHES.

In the Protestant churches of Brooklyn Christmas
celebrations, which began on the eve of the festival,
were continued during the day with religious and

social services for old folks and young, Religious
services were held in Christ Churoh, at which Rev.

Dr. Partridge preached a sermon suitable to tho

season. A sunrise prayer mooting was hold in First

Place Methodist Episcopal Church, led by the pastor,
Rev. Mr. Bowdish, who made a brief address. At

seven o'clock a similar servioe of prayer and praise
waa held in South Second Street Methodist Episcopal
Church. In the evening the Sunday school festival

took place, when the presents of books, oranges,

candles and goodies gonerally wore dispensed to

teachers and scholars. Rov. Mr. Oulick preached a

Christmas sermon yesterday morning in Twolfth

Street Reformed Churoh and Dr. Putnam did tho

same in the Unitarian Church of Our Saviour on

Monroe place. Very little that is new was said in

any of the sermons. One of tho pleasantost entertainmentsof the day was the observance by tho

Sunday School Missionary Society of Sands Street
Methodist Episcopal Church of the thirty-first anniversaryof its existence. On the platform, on

raised seats, sat little girls of the Infant class, dressed
in white, while in front seats below them sat the
more mature members of the sohool. The Rov*.
Messrs. Fletcher, Graves, Gilder, Parker, Buckley
and other ministers were present, and an entertainingaddross was delivered by Dr. BucKley. It was
full of anecdote. Incident and experieuco, which
kept the little folks amused for half an hour or

more, when they received their Christmas gifts and

departed to turkey land. Pleasant entertainments
were also given in the afternoon at Embury and Bo
Kalb Avenue Methodist Episcopal churches, at the
Mayflower Mission of Plymouth Church, in Jay
stroet; at tho Woman's Christian Temperance
Union Rooms, in Grooue avenue, whore a

service of sung and liiblo reading was held, and
at St. Augustino's Protestant Episcopal (colored)
Church, whore a special Christmas sorvico
was held at flvo o'clock, and the Rev. P. A. Morganpreached. The Independent African Methodists,
over which the Rov. J. JJ. Murray presides, ignored
the religious side of the day and enjoyed themselves
at a fair in their church in Atlantic avenue, near

Third, a house they have recently purchased and in
which they worshipped for the first tirno last Suuday.The fair is designed to help them to pay off a

portion of the debt Incurred in this purchase. At
the First Baptist Church, in Piorrepout street, tho
Sunday school children and their friends mutually
entertained each other. Two large Christmas trees,
laden with toys and trinkets, stood on either side of
tho pulpit and glittered in the gaslight. After ploasantsongs were sung by the children and short addressesby Br. Thomas and tho superintendent of
the school the trees were unburdened of their load,
and the little ones assumed the responsibilities.
In the Protestant Episcopal churches the great

feature of tho religious services was the music.
This was particulsrly noticeable in the churches of
the Redeemer, Holy Trinity, St. Mary's und a few
others that were visited. The Church of tho Redeemer,on Fourth avenue and Pacific streot, was

handsomely decorated with evergreens. In the midst
of which the gas Jets she<< a sombre light on tho
large congregation gathered in spita of the storm
without. The music was very flue, and lucluded
brass instruments as well as orgau and choir. Tho
sermon of the Uov. Mr. Leonard was ono of special
reference to tho day. In marked contrast to this
was tho simple service in St. Peter's Church,
State streot, where the ltev. Br. Paddock officiated.
Thero was not a vestige ot adornment iu the house;
tho music was good. In St. Ann's Church on the
Heights the case was slmost similar. Instead of a

prepared discourse Br. Hchonck made an addross,
embodying gratitude to certain members for valuable
gifts to the church and to himself. In some respectsthe day was peculiar in St, Ann's. It is now
s tree church, and all its current expenses
are met by voluntary offerings. Tho Doctor
had never before, ho said, known soenthusiastica Christmas in St. Ann's. The
church was beautifully festooned with evergreens
and tho chaucel was especially luxurious, for ou

tlie communion table stood a now servlco of silver,
which twenty-nine years ago Mr. Oeorge B. Morgan,
of Irvington, on the Hudson, donated to St. Ann's,
he being then a vestryman. After almost s generation'suse he had the same articles melted and re,made in the most modern style of the engraver's
art, and at this Christmas time presented them

again to the church. A flagon and a paten, given
by a lady member of the church iu memorial of her
deceased husband, were also used tor the first time in
the ooDitnuulon service yesterday. Besides these gifts
to the church the Boctor has recoivcd generous
contributions for the poor of the parish, whereby
ho has made sixty poor families glad at this
Christinastlde. At the offertory Br. Scheuok asked
for $1,000, to b« applied to tho repairs of the root of
the church, of the boilers by which the building Is
boated, and of tho orgau which aids the oongrega-

uon iu uioir mujicai wursuip.
In tho evening entertainments were hd<l in York

Street Methodist Episcopal Cliurcli, in "Our Mission/'ou Carlton avenue aud Fultou street, where
Mr. W. 1). Williams read "Xlie Pauper's Christinas
Story," and Colonel W. M. Hoger*. of New York,
read a piece eutitl>«l "Mamma, Where Shall We
Stay?" I>r. Fulton's new Church of the People iu
the Iiink ha.1 their Christmas festival alto iu the
evening, when addresses were delivered by the
Doctor and by Mr. Couway.

Catholic cHuncim.
The fifteen hundred seats in the beautiful church

of St. Mary's Star of the Sea, of which liev. lienry
O'Loughliu is pastor, were occupied aa early aa four
o'clock in tho morning by inombura of that parish.
The edifice, whioh was modeatly decorated with
evorifreena, was handsomely illuminated. Iter.
Father O'Louglilin celebrated tho first maaa ana
preached a brief sertuou upon the gospel for the
day. Several hundred people approached the altar

/and received holy ootumuulon. The volunteer
choir Of the church, under the direction of Professor
Hchwimlor, who presldod at the organ, acquitted
themselves admirably. The pastor also oelebratad
the second aud third manses. Three masses were
theu offered by liev. Fathers Fetor Maguire, Dulay
aud Kilpatrick, respectively. Collections were
taken up at all the masses in aid of tho orphans, and
a very haudaome sum is said to have been realized.
At St. Stephen's Church, Summit street, the first maaa
was offered up at four o'clock, liev. Father O'Urlcn
officiating as celebrant, the paator, liev. ttugeno
O'ltoilly, aa deacon, and Rev. Father Doran as aub<
deacon. The prouriiuiue waa as follows:.Mass, for
male voices, Mercadaute; Venl Creator, Cortarta;
offertory, for male voices, Adoate Flileles, Novello.

inuaicul programme, which wm rendered exceptionallywall, couilatod of the Adeato Fldclea; Kyrle
aud Gloria, Gloria, No. 3; Vi-ni Creator, Gounod;
Credo, Gloria, No. 3; oflertory, Noel, Gounod;
Uauctua UeuodictUH nud lloautina, Glorza, No. 3;
Abulia I)fll, Gloria, No. 3; poatludluiu, Ilallolujah
(iVit-HHlah), Haudol. The artiata taking part in the
olioir were:.Albert H. Caawell. oruaufat; tcnora,
Meaara. Cliarlea Lookwood, ltudolph Hliumer, Hinlth
ami Urclian; baaaoa, Mr. Otto Fleming and Meaara.
CartwrlRht and Doherty; aoprano, Mia* laldora
Martinet; contralto, Mra. A. Clirlatiauaoit.

Flrat maaa at 8t. Feter'a Church, corner of Warren
and Hick* atreeta, waa at fonr o'clock, when the
chlmea played Novello'a Adeate Fldoloa. Lorets's
Vunl Creator waa given, and ** "ie offertory Cantlqua
de Noel, tha maaa aung being Millard'a Hixth Maaa.
The Cbriatoua carol wm aoog at the aeeoud maaa

by the choir of boy*. The Eyrie Eleisou aud the
Gloria lu Excelsis were from Haydn'* Imperial
Mubm. No. 6 Select musical programmes war* :J«»
itiveu at the principal services lu lii at St. Joseph''
Church. l'acittc street: St. Patrick's Church, Keiil
avenue; Church of the Visitation, Verona »lrout; ->t.
John's Church, Wilioughby avenue; St. Auijimtlii'l
Church. Fifth avenue; Our Lady of Mcrcy, lJcbuvo!a«:-troot; Church of the Nativity. Madison street,
aud St. James' Cathedral, Jay street. At all the
Catholic churchoi collections were taken up for tba
orphans, and a liberal sum in the aggregate watt received.

WILMAMSUCUO.
At differjnt public halls in Williamsburg daring

tbe afternoon the customary holiday hops were

held, und the two theatre* of the locality were atao
crowded both at the matinee aud evuuiug performances.lu neighborhoods mostly frequented by
Germans overy available hall was occupied at uigbt
by a more or less pretentious party of revellers.
Tho ouiy event to mar tho peacefulncss of tbe day
was a stabbing alfray in the evening, tbe parties to
wbicb were intoxicated.

LONG ISLAND.
The weather materially Interfered with tba pro*

gramme of outdoor sports on Long Island, and many
hog guessiLgs, horse races and pigeon shoots had to
be postponed: but within doors the weather bad no
effoct upon chcerful l'cmily reunions and dinner parties,while fairs anu bazaars for charitable purposes
were the bettor putroui^ed, as tliuy were about the
only places, except tho churches, to which dull spirits
could resort. For the hist time, perhaps, in thu historyof the island religious services were held in tbe
churches ot all denominations; but with the exceptionof the Catholic aud Episcopal Churches, there
was no attempt to do special nonor to the day.
There were fewer city people lu tho country than is
usual on such uu occasion, aua as a consequence tba
country people flocked to tbe city for amusement.

STATES ISLAND.
As- usual on Statou Island, Chriutmas was obsorved

as a general holiday, the business placoa In the severalTillages being mostly closed. The chlmea were

rung in tho morning, and colors were displayed on

the public buildings. Tho five hundred "old salts"
of the Snug Harbor, at Now Brighton, were furnisliedby Governor Melville with about I
cartload of turkeys for dinner. Dr. C. Henr)
King, Physician in Chief and Superintend
eut of the Seamen's Betroat, at Stapleton,
supplied the disabled soameh in that institutionwith < roast turkey dinner, and all those
sick in tho different wards of tho hospital wore
treated to extra truits and delicacies. Tho Bov. Dr.
Kipp conducted services there in the afternoon.
Sheriff Brown, at the County Jail »t Uiuhinoud,mode generous provisions i'or the prisoners,Including Keinharut, the wife murderer. Mrs,
MoCorinaok, matron of the County Poorho use, providedextra dinners for all tho inmates of that institution,and the 400 children at the Child's Nnrserj
at Four Corners were provided with good dinner*
and presents. The churches throughout the island
were elaborately decorated and the Feast of the Bedooinerwas a special devotion lu a number of them.

JEBSKY CITY AND HOBOKKN.
The Christmas holiday In Jersey City, Hoboken

and vicinity was duly observed, both in the matter
of church services and In home festivities. The
poor and destitate were not forgotten by those in a

position to offer aid, and sumptuous dinners wers

provided at the various hospitals, orphan asylums
and the Hudson County Children's Home. The in*
mates. both of tho County Prison and the ,41mshousewcro furnished with a substantial repast by
the Board of Freeholders. Impressive church ceremoniestook place in a number of the most

Srominent houses of worship, those at St. Peter's
oman Catholic Church, in Jersey City, and also

at the Church of Cur Lady of Urace, In Hoboken,
beiuK particularly impressive. At tho latter,
Mozart's Twelfth Mass was sung by an augmented
choir, assisted by the New York Philharmonic Society,uutlor the leadership of Mr. A. Neuendorff.
The morning services at the Protestant Episcopal
churches were well attended and tbe edifices wora
proiusely decorated. In the afternoon the Sunday
Bchool scholars belonging to the churches of nearly
all denominations held interesting exercises and
wore the recipients of suitable gifts at the hands ol
their teachers and friends.

NEWARK, N. J.
Whilo the streets of Newark were almost deserted,

and the congregations at the numerous houses of
worship wcro not large, considering tho special servicesarranged for the occasion, the hearths and
homes wore everywhere made bright and .happy.
Bight murrliy was the day spent within
doors. As

*

usual, tho Episcopal churches
and many templos of othur denominations
were tastefully trimmed with evergreens and
flowers, and trained choirs sang anthems and carols
appropriate to tho day. At St. Patriok's Cilhodral
at hair-past ten o'clock solemn Pontifical mass was
celebrated. Bishop Carrisan beinc the celebrant.
TUo sermon was preached by Very lioy. (J. II. Doaue.
Vicar General. Tho manic was Gounod's Mokbo 80lennclle.lu the evening there were many bulls, pur*
ties and theatrical performance*. 'Excellent order
prevailed, only half a dozen arrests being made all
day.
CHANGEABLE WEATHER IN GEORGIA.NUMEROUS
ACCIDENTS.EVIDENCE OF RETURNING PROSPERITY.

IBX TELEGRAPH TO THE HEfcALD.]
Atlanta, Dec. US, 1879.

Christmas Eve hero was tho warmest ever knowa
In Georgia. There wero few fires In the houses at
night and persons walking in tho streets perspired
freely. To-day it turned bitter cold. A great many
accident* occurred to-day from large poppors. Ona
doctor had I wcuty-three calls for wounded fingers.
eyes, ka. A young man had his arm blown off at k|the elbow by tho accidental discharge of a shotgun.
More money was spent than duriug any holiday
known ulnco the war.

EX-EEJ3ELB AND THE AHMED SEAVICE.
To thk Editor or thk Hxuald:. *\
Your papor recently contained an article signed

"Opoquan" in opposition to your editorial favoring
the repeal of that section of tho Revised Statutes
prohibiting the employment of ex-Confederates in
the army and navy of the United States. I hare not
lately seen so narrow and, withal, so ignorant an
ebullition of passion as is contalued in this communication,but if "Opcquan" had said directly, withoutindulging in slang or ill temper, that it waa tha
determination of the Southern people to acquire by
lawful and legitimate means an equal share to all tha
rights and privileges of Ainorlcan citizens, and
the repeal of all such vludlctiro legislation
as the sample in question, ho would
hare hit the nail squarely on the head.
Let "Opequau" and other howlers like him read tha
history of their country, particularly tho debates of
the Convention which toruied the present governmentof the United States, and he will learn somethingof tho powers of tho contrite ting parties,
which powers never have been and uever will ba
yielded, becauso they form the fundamental principlesof American liberty. This writer should ba
candidly informed that tne civil war was only ended
by £he long continued and reiterated assurance of '

Mr. Lincoln and Congress that the rights of tha
Southern States and people would bo the simo under
the constitution as botore the war, and they laid
down tliulr arms in tho boiief of the honesty
of thesis assurances. Anything in tho way
of disability or punisliineut for participation in tha
war constitutes a wicked cheat, a fraud upon Oonfodoratuofiicers, soldiers and people. If Weat Point ia
or ever wa* a charity school, the obligation of csdeta
to serve in tho army lor a stipulated time should ba
more clearly stated thun il is. besides, the Southern
people before the war (and even now) did not have to
depend upon eleemosynary Institutions for the educationof their Lees, Jacksons and Johnstons. Tho
writer fought throUKh iliu war, la in tavor of peace
mud good will, but will uot tuove a step further to
conciliate such follow* >m Opoquau."

A OONFtUiJllA t'K AKTLLLEEYMAN.

COVEttliD WITH BLOOD. *

Patrolman Joaeph Tyrrell, of the Tweuty-aevonth
prccluct, while passing Greenwich street on hla poat
at about two o'clock yesterday morning came acroaa
a man whose head, faco and clothing were completely
covered with blood. The man waa weak and almoal
nnable to walk, leaving large poola of blood behind
him on tha aldewalk. With the assistance of PatrolmanJourdan Tyrrell took tha *offerer to the atation
houae, wharo an ambulance waa telegraphed for to
the Ghambera Street Hospital. A few inlnutea later
the ambulance arrived and he waa conveyed to thai
iuatltntlon, but before he waa placed In the wagon
he waa seised with convulalona twice from lose of
blood. Dr. Wright, the attending surgeon at the hospital,dressed the patient'a wound, which waa
heavy, deep cut in the back of the bead, aovering '

several arterlea. The man than told the following
atory
"I had eatorod a lager boer aaloon on Third ave- !

nue, between Fifteenth aud Sixteenth atreeta, for tha
purpose of getting a glaaa of boer, when somo young
men, who wore Intoxicated and lounging around the
place, came up to me. Kirat they abased and then
they attacked me, one of them atrlklng me on tha
back with aoine heavy sharp instrument. 1 beoauia
unconscious for a abort tluio, but Anally found my*
self lying in the street. I entered a Third aveuua
car, and after reaching the Oity Hull wandered
around, not knowing where I waa going, my head
being so confuaed. I had not been drinking, but
waa perfectly sober at the time." , I
The wounded tuau gave hla name aa Charles Hoi-

man, hla age aa tweuty-seven years, and his occupationas that of a ropemaknr. Ho resides at the cor*
oar of (fraud aranus aad AUautio treat, Urooklyu.


